
 PRESBYTERY OF THE RIVERINA 
Discipleship and Education Committee  

Removing the stops and roadblocks to learning. Like a  roundabout, 
D&E strives to allow for the continuous journey forward in your 

faith through engagement and learning.  

Prayer by Richard Rohr 
 

God, Lord of all creation, lover of life and of 
everything, please help us to love in our very 
small way what You love infinitely and 
everywhere. We thank You that we can offer just 
this one prayer and that will be more than 
enough, because in reality every thing and every 
one is connected, and nothing stands alone. To 
pray for one part is really to pray for the whole, 
and so we do. Help us each day to stand for love, 
for healing, for the good, for the diverse unity of 
the Body of Christ and all creation, because we 
know this is what You desire: as Jesus prayed, 
that all may be one. We offer our prayer together 
with all the holy names of God, we offer our 
prayer together with Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 

Retreat Yourself 2023 is coming! We'd love to 
have a bunch of young adults from across the 
Synod join us at Chittick Lodge in Gerrigong for 
this time of community, worship, prayer, sun, 
and fun! Register today for #RY23!  

 

 

2023  

RIVERINA PRESBYTERY RETREAT 

Retreat Leader - Rev Yvonne Ghavalis 

5pm May 1st –  

1.30pm May 4th  

St Clements  

Retreat & Conference Centre 

Kalangan Rd, Galong, NSW 
 

https://uca.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=973de6e8a915b3f177f8ea6a1&id=6636331468&e=d16d0aabbe


Presbytery Chairperson Report 

At the next Presbytery meeting, to be held at the Narrandera Uniting Church on November 19th at 10 
am, we will receive a presentation from Saltbush about the Program ‘Let’s Talk About Salt’. This is an 
important program for us to get on board with for our churches to grow in Mission, Ministry, and Service. 
Saltbush is prepared to provide all the necessary resources and guidance for each congregation to 
conduct the program which can be done over a number of weeks or over a weekend.  
 
It is hoped that each congregation will encourage a number of people to attend this Presbytery meeting 
to learn more about it. It will be necessary to notify the Presbytery Secretary of how many will be 
attending for ordering lunch at $20/head by 13th November. 
 
There will also be a presentation about Pastoral Relations Committee to encourage people to consider 
nominating for this important role and a number of other important decisions to be made by the 
members of Presbytery that day. 
 
Since the last Presbytery meeting, I have been involved in discussions with the Wagga Wagga Uniting 
Church Congregation about moving from being a single Congregation to two separate Congregations 
within the city of Wagga Wagga. This will allow each centre to concentrate and engage in different forms 
of Mission, Ministry and Service in ways that best suit their individual location and membership. 
 
At the Presbytery Standing Committee level, we have been discussing ways of providing better Ministry 
support across the Presbytery and looking at employing some administrative assistance for the 
Presbytery which will hopefully alleviate some of the pressure on some of our volunteers in both 
Congregations and Presbytery. 
 
Dorothy Creek 
Riverina Presbytery Chairperson. 

Matthew 6:26-27  

Look at the birds of the air; 

they do not sow or reap or 

store away in barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much 

more valuable than 

they? 27 Can any one of you 

by worrying add a single hour 

to your life?  
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On death and resurrection ... 

One week of the seven years I spent in ministry formation in South Africa was dedicated to dying. We 
worked through funeral liturgies, walked among graves, practised empathic responses to the bereaved, 
debated theology around death and dying, and even took a tour with an undertaker through his 
preparation rooms and casket displays.  
 
At one point, we were handed a piece of paper that starkly asked "At what age do you think you'll die?" 
and "What do you think you'll die from?" Then we had to plan our own funeral service - where it would 
be held, what hymns we'd sing, what Scripture passage we'd like, who we hoped would show up etc. It 
was confronting, to say the least, but somehow diminished my fearfulness and normalised death as a 
natural part of living. It also periodically reminds me to take stock of my health and to make any 
necessary adjustments to my habits to ensure that the life I have left to live, I live well. 
 
One topic that was sorely lacking from this fairly comprehensive exploration of death is the dying of 
churches - which we call "closure" in more legal language. It's something we seldom talk about because 
it triggers such an emotional response: fear, outrage, helplessness, hopelessness, unimaginable loss on 
top of so many other losses, and desperation to keep things going ... often just long enough to see our 
funeral wishes enacted and after that, it's someone else's problem. "Last one out turns off the lights and 
shuts the door" is the half-joking response I frequently get when I ask a congregation where they see 
themselves in five or ten years.  
 
At our Presbytery meeting in November, several matters will appear before us that ask us to look at 
death and decline head on and to deal with them with the dignity, courage, and assurance that is only 
possible for a people who profess that "the Church lives between the time of Christ's death and 
resurrection and the final consummation of all things which Christ will bring; the Church is a pilgrim 
people, always on the way towards a promised goal; here the Church does not have a continuing city but 
seeks one to come" (The Basis of Union). 
 
As we pray for a congregation going through painful changes to ensure ongoing life and vitality in its 
community, consider the role and requirements of faith communities within the Presbytery, and 
experience the opportunities of the "Talking about Salt" conversations for resurrection and rebirth and 
also - in some places - letting go, I'd like to invite you to think about some of those stark questions with 
which I wrestle and what it might mean for you, as a congregation, to live the life that you have left, 
well.  
 

Continued over page .... 
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Understanding the Sacraments | Refresher via Zoom | Nov-Dec 

Currently all Accredited Lay Presiders are being asked to undertake re-

accreditation for their valuable work as Lay Presiders for the 2023-2025 

triennium. 

A condition of re-accreditation requires that a refresher course must have 

been undertaken within the past 5 years.  

This means it must have been completed after 1st January 2018. 

This course will be presented through Zoom over two Monday evening sessions : 

Monday 28 November and 5 December, 6:30 pm - 8 pm 

 

For more information and to register go to 

https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/  

Phone:  02 8838 8912   

 
I would also encourage us to find practical and creative ways to affirm, care for, and support those who 
are keeping things going - lay preachers, lay presiders, elders and church council members who, beyond 
Sunday services, need to embody and ensure the spiritual discipline, ethical conduct, financial accounta-
bility, technological proficiency, cultural sensitivity, and safeguarding behaviours necessary to be salt 
and light in today's world. 
 
One of the hymns which my mom would like sung one day at her funeral will, hopefully, be sung one day 
at my funeral too. It is the hope with which I live even now and the assurance with which I enter into 
every conversation about death and dying. May it be yours this day as well:  
 
Finish, then, thy new creation;  

true and spotless let us be. 

Let us see thy great salvation  

perfectly restored in thee. 

Changed from glory into glory,  

till in heav’n we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before thee,  

lost in wonder, love and praise.   (Charles Wesley) 

Rev. Yvonne Ghavalas 
Community Minister of the Southern Region 
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Please send your registration details to D&E Secretary, Jenny Whitlock via email: 
jandbw@bigpond.net.au 
 

Full Name (one person):_____________________________________________________ 
Congregation attending (name in full, not initials): ________________________________ 
Position held in the congregation:_____________________________________________ 
Email:____________________________________________________________________ 
Phone 
Number:__________________________________________________________________ 
Street 
Address:__________________________________________________________________ 
Suburb (including post code):_________________________________________________ 
Have you completed Safe Church Awareness Training previously?____________________ 
What year did you complete previous training?___________________________________ 
I give permission for my details to be retained for Safe Church records    Yes/No 
 
 



GOOD NEWS, GUNDAGAI  - In memory of Edith Ferguson 

 
Edith Ferguson, a member of Gundagai UCA, left a bequest that was to be used for ‘pastoral purposes 
within the district of Gundagai’. Mrs Ferguson died in October 2009. 

With the closure of the Gundagai congregation, and the sale of the church property, it has been a 
challenge finding a way to honour the terms of this bequest. 

After some research, a decision was made to fund all the costs of purchasing of a 12 seater bus for the 
Gundagai Neighbourhood Centre (GNC). This Neighbourhood Centre provides services to residents of all 
ages in Gundagai and several adjacent villages so the bus is seen as an important asset to support this 
work. Because of the range of ages supported by GNC, this purchase seemed a good fit with the terms 
set out in Mrs Ferguson’s will. 

Pictured is Bonita Taylor (Gundagai Neighbourhood Centre Coordinator) and Kay Thomas (Riverina PRC 
Secretary) with the newly commissioned bus, complete with decals that acknowledge the late Edith 
Ferguson’s bequest. 

 

ACCOMODATION  

St Andrews UCA Wyong has accommodation available at the old manse for university students attending 

the Ourimbah Campus of Newcastle University or local TAFE.  
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PRESBYTERY WEBSITE  

New resources available for service leaders and lay Preachers. For all the latest on upcoming events 
check often to keep up to date.  https://riverina.unitingchurch.org.au/  

D & E CONTACT INFO   

D & E Chairperson: Larraine Hoffmann Ph: 0427 204 051 Email: lahoffman@bigpond.com 

D&E Secretary:  Jenny Whitlock Ph: 0429 818 657 Email: jandbw@bigpond.net.au 

Reflection from Loyola Press  

3-Minute Retreats -1st November 

 

"Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven." Matthew 5:12 

It can be hard to see a connection between our lives and some far-off heaven. Perhaps we 
must practice a new way of seeing-a new vision, that opens the heart's eye to heaven on 
earth, a new perspective that says, "Rejoice in the present." See the Lord in everything 
and everyone. That is a heavenly approach to daily life.  
 

How do you rejoice in your call to discipleship?  
 

In what ways do you see the Lord in your daily life? 
 

O God, grace me with a rejoicing and glad heart. Bless me with saintly vision and 

uphold me in my times of doubt. Keep me aware, O God, of your constancy in my life. 

 
 

Receive 3 minute retreats on your mobile device 
Take your daily moments of prayer with you wherever you go with free apps for your Apple and Android 
mobile devices. 
You can now experience a peaceful, prayerful "time-out" anytime, anywhere on your iPhone™, iPad™ or 
Android™ smartphone or tablet. 
 
The 3-Minute Retreat app is free. It brings you a new retreat each day or sign up to receive a daily email 

at https://www.loyolapress.com/3-minute-retreats-daily-online-prayer/ 

                         PRESBYTERY LIBRARY   

The Presbytery library has a large section of over 30 different Bible Studies, plus 
resources for leading worship many with multiple copies. If congregations are unable 
to run a service themselves they may like to consider holding a Bible Study during their 
worship time.  

Please contact Larraine Hoffmann for  a list of titles and more information. 
Ph 0269206233 or 0427204051 or email lahoffman@bigpond.com 

https://riverina.unitingchurch.org.au/
mailto:lahoffman@bigpond.com

