
 PRESBYTERY OF THE RIVERINA 
Discipleship and Education Committee  

Removing the stops and roadblocks to learning. Like a  roundabout, 
D&E strives to allow for the continuous journey forward in your 

faith through engagement and learning.  

 

 VALE REV. ANNETTE HAWKEN 

Rev. Annette Joy Hawken passed away on Tuesday 3rd August, 
2021.  We invite all congregations and members of the Presbytery 
to join together in remembering Rev. Annette Hawken and to pray 
for Rev. Nigel Hawken and their family and friends during this time 
of grieving.  
 

Rev Annette Hawken came into the Riverina Presbytery as a 
vibrant, energetic servant of God, called to do something that she 
was not only gifted for, but she also loved doing.   There are some 
within the Presbytery who knew her before her arrival here but for 
many others within the Presbytery it didn’t take long for them to 
discover a person that they admired and loved and felt as though 
they had known all along.   Although she began her supply ministry in the Central Region (which she 
called Central Hope) knowing that cancer had returned to her body, she never let that knowledge 
interfere with her devotion to her God and the people she had been called to serve.   She was not afraid 
to die and be with Jesus, but she just wanted to do as much as she could for God before it happened. 
 

Even when we know that loss/death is coming, we are not immune to the grief that encompasses us 
afterwards – it can bring emptiness, loneliness and sadness.  However, God does not leave us to cope 
with our grief alone but provides us with comfort and support in many ways. 
 

If anyone wishes to pass on condolences to Nigel and family use text or email rather than phone calls at 
this time. You are invited to mail letters and cards of condolences to Rev Nigel Hawken, 16 Noble Rd, 
Tullimbar, NSW, 2527 
 

The quick decline of Rev Annette’s health has had a significant impact upon Rev. Nigel Hawken; as I am 
sure we could all imagine. Rev. Nigel took long service leave in order to become Rev Annette’s full-time 
carer. After prayerful consideration with his supervisor, family and friends, Rev Nigel asked to be 
released from his placement so that he is able to be with his children and remain in the family home 
while he grieves.  
 

The Pastoral Relations Committee received the request for and have supported the early release from 
placement, which has been endorsed by the Presbytery Standing Committee. Rev Nigel Hawken will 
conclude his placement at the end of his leave in September. We thank Nigel and Annette for their deep 
commitment to the Riverina and for their selfless and vibrant ministry. 
 

As we continue to face the days ahead and think of Nigel, his family and close friends, we invite you to 
join together in this prayer, adapted from Prayers for Life’s Ordinary and Extraordinary Moments, 
compiled and edited by Mary Lou Redding. 
 

O God, our hearts ache today for our friend Nigel and his family who are facing the death of one they 
loved so much.   Please be with them.  Give them your peace.  
Help them to value their grief as a reminder of the love they 
shared with Annette. 
May they find wholeness again, gradually and gently, 
graciously allowing time to let you mend the hole in their 
hearts.   May they know that you walk with them.   Amen. 



Au Revoir from Rev. Nigel Hawken 
 
On 21st August the Riverina Presbytery held my closure of Ministry service for the Presbytery Minister 
role and an acknowledgement of the supply ministry role in Central Riverina provided by my wonderful 
late wife Rev. Annette Hawken. If you missed it, you can watch the service here: https://
vimeo.com/590152453. This includes slideshows of Annette’s and my time in the Riverina. A powerful 
message was given by Associate Secretary of the NSW.ACT Synod, Rev. Bronywn Murphy, who drew on 
John 6:56-69, highlighting how “only in God do our lives make sense” and only through Jesus “will you be 
whole”.  
 
In looking back over the past 18 months, I thank God for the sense of wholeness in me that has come in 
reflection upon the many interactions with individuals, congregations, presbytery committees and the 
Presbytery itself. This is besides my experiences, on your behalf, representing the Presbytery at Synod 
committees and the Synod and Assembly meetings.  
 
Whilst I continue to grieve the death of my wife, I am so thankful for the many ways God, the church, 
family and friends have held me in prayer and love over this time and will into the future. Just as Jesus 
continues to call me on in ministry, I know God keeps calling you all in many and varied ways. I hope and 
pray that you all seek God for future direction, listening to the Holy Spirit’s whispers in discernment and 
following your discipleship of faith in Jesus Christ. I want to encourage you all on your faith journeys with 
God, with and through the church, as you minister to those within your communities and beyond. Please 
continue, like I have seen during my Riverina time, to open yourselves up to ongoing education and 
discipleship opportunities that are offered within and beyond the Presbytery.  
 
For those of you who missed out on virtually attending Annette’s funeral service, on 13th August, it was 
recorded and uploaded onto the Keiraview Uniting Church YouTube Channel and can be found here:  
https://youtu.be/qlhhx1y4INg. Annette, like me, was blessed to have a rural ministry experience and 
loved ministering with Central Riverina for six months. God gave me the blessing of Annette for 27 years 
of marriage, four sons and so many divine experiences that I will cherish for the rest of my life, including 
these final 18 months while I was ministering in the Riverina. I hope, if you encountered my wife during 
her Riverina ministry, that you can hold onto any lessons that she taught or modelled. Maybe I imparted 
sometime onto you, whilst I know I was shown much by many people in the Riverina which I value deeply 
and will embrace going forward in ministry. 
 
Finally, I wish to say au revoir, i.e. goodbye until we 
meet again, knowing that God who guides our paths 
will likely provide opportunities to reconnect in 
different ways. I am open to be contacted, no longer as 
your Presbytery Minister, but as another colleague in 
ministry for Jesus and can be contacted via 
nigel.hawken@gmail.com and 0437 899 252 in the 
future. 2 Thess 3:16 says my blessing to you all: Now 
may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all 
times and in every way.  
 
The Lord be with all of you. Amen 
 
Rev. Nigel Hawken 
 

Editors Note: And also with you x 

https://vimeo.com/590152453
https://vimeo.com/590152453
https://youtu.be/qlhhx1y4INg
mailto:nigel.hawken@gmail.com


Random Acts of kindness—Hillston-Gunbar 
Jesus needs you and me to carry on his work, to love one another as he has loved us, to be his gift to the 
world. All around us are lonely, longing people who could use the life we know. But first we must share 
it. 
We could bake a cake to share with someone who could do with a smile, or invite people we would like 
to know better to morning tea, or attempt in some other way to bless the community around us.  
At its April meeting, Church Council agreed to begin a “Random Acts of Kindness Ministry”. We did this 
some years ago, it was great fun. Julie Greig and Sue Chapman initiated this ministry, and it took off over 
the small communities of Hillston-Gunbar and spread to Griffith. 
Some people paid for a coffee to pass on; or a loaf of bread at the hot bake shop, or a Spectator 
newspaper - the list of ideas was, and is, endless. A little ‘Random acts of Kindness card’ is left to 
accompany the gift. 
 

On  one side of the card “No act of kindness, no matter how small is ever wasted”. Aesop  and “Love your 
neighbour as yourself”.  Jesus  
Reverse side: You have received a random act of kindness. Why???? Just to bring a smile to your face. If 
you enjoyed receiving this, consider passing on this card to someone else with your own Random Act of 
Kindness. 
 

You might like to design your own card. If not, I have included the one we use. We get little  feed back 
because it is supposed to be anonymous  but we find the participating businesses delighted to be part of 
Random Acts of Kindness and  the joyful surprise it generates. And I am sure that as we give, we will be 
blessed, many times over.  
 

Joe Rose is well known for the pine  ‘holding crosses’ he makes, dozens at a time.  I find them useful for 
all sorts of pastoral care situations. One never knows where Joe’s crosses end up. Joe gets many letters 
from people he doesn’t even know.  
A recent letter he received read “I have just been told I have secondary 
breast cancer. Every night I hold your cross and I say my prayers from the 
sheet you enclosed. Thank you, I feel strength and hope.” 
 

Recently, I received a phone call from my sister at Warwick who tells me 
that one of Joe’s holding crosses, given as a gift, has begun a holding cross 
ministry in Queensland. The Men’s Shed there are making them in great 
quantities! 
We can never underestimate the power of a  small act of kindness given in 
love. 
  
Jenny Rose 
Hillston-
Gunbar 
 
 

Editor’s note - Random Act of kindness card template attached  

 

SAVE THE DATE - MODERATOR ONE DAY RETREAT IN THE RIVERINA  
13th NOVEMBER, 2021 

 
The Moderator, Rev. Simon Hansford,  will be joining us here in the Riverina to lead 

us in a one day retreat. More details to follow. 



Where shall Wisdom be found? - Online Bible Study 
Thursdays at 10:00am and 7:00pm 

 

Rev Dr John Squires has invited members of the Riverina to participate in an online study series called 
Where shall Wisdom be found?  You can join either study by going to the home page of Tuggeranong 
Uniting Church (Tuggeranong Uniting Church (tuc.org.au)) and scroll down until you see these three 
buttons: 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Simply click on the one on the left, Connect to Thursday Bible Study via ZOOM, and you should be in!  
The studies are held at 10:00am and 7:00pm, each Thursday. We look forward to seeing you online! 
 

Rev Elizabeth Raine, Tuggeranong Uniting Church 
Rev Dr John Squires, Canberra Region Presbytery 

2021 National Conference of Lay Preachers Online 

 

Due to the uncertainty occasioned by recurring 
outbreaks of the COVID 19 Pandemic it has been 
necessary for us to pivot our delivery of the National 
Conference of Lay Preacher (NCLP) from a face-to-face 
conference at Alex Park in Queensland to nationally 
delivered online Zoom platform. 
 
The Conference will be provided in a shortened 
timeframe on 11 and 12 September only (10am to 
approx. 4.30pm each day) and will allow for ample 
breaks 
 
Conference cost is $20 pp.    
For more information go to:  

https://ucaqld.com.au/national-lay-preachers-2021 

 

Riverina Rural Lament: 
Listen to my words, O God and hear my sighs 
I am worn out, O Lord, have pity on me, 
Give me strength; I am completely exhausted 
How long will you wait to help us? 
 
Our numbers continue to dwindle and our  

congregation is getting older, 
Our loved ones have moved away, and our 
 young ones are indifferent 
 
Where do we go from here Lord? 
I am gripped by fear and trembling 
What is in our future? 
How can we find a clear path to follow? 
Who is there to lead? 
 
Give praise to the Lord 
For He hears our cry for help 
The Lord protects his people 
The Lord will save his people and bless them. 
    Larraine Hoffmann 

https://tuc.org.au/#:~:text=Tuggeranong%20Uniting%20Church%20has%20suspended%20all%20our%20public,maintain%20a%20sense%20of%20community%20within%20our%20congregation.


                     Online Zoom Courses 
 

Living Our Faith  
Saturday, 28 August 2021  9.00am - 1.00 pm 
Saturday, 28 August 2021  9.00am - 1.00 p.m. 
  

Living Our Faith | Exploring the New Testament  
Tuesdays 6:00–8:30pm, October 5  – November 23 
 

Understanding the Sacraments  
9:00am-5.00pm Tuesday/Wednesday, 19th/20th October 2021  
9:00am-5.00pm  Tuesday/Wednesday, 26th/27th October 2021  
 

Introduction to Presiding at Weddings  
9:30am - 5.00pm Tuesday-Thursday 2nd - 4th  November 2021  
                           

Living Our Values 
9:00am-4:00pm, Saturday 13th November 2021 

For more information and to register go to https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/  
Email:  umeinfo@nswact.uca.org.au  Phone:  02 8838 8912   

 

 

UCA in Australia Canberra Region invites members of the 
Riverina to participate in the following Online Courses - 
 

 

Please register with the Canberra Presbytery Office: office@cruc.org.au or 02 6248 9311 

 

Renewal of Lay Presider authorisations, and Sacraments Refresher course 

Sacraments A: the Shape of Worship   (Wednesday 15 September at 10:00am) 

Sacraments B: Sacraments: a refresher   (Wednesday 29 September at 7:00pm) 

Sacraments C: Baptism: a refresher    (Friday 8 October at 10:00am) 

Sacraments D: Holy Communion: a refresher  (Wednesday 20 October at 7:00pm) 

 

Seminar on the Code of Conduct for Lay Leaders 

This seminar is of particular relevance for Church Council members , and Elders. These sessions are 
open to any lay person; they are particularly recommended for Lay Preachers and Lay Presiders.  
 
Code of Conduct A (introduction, ethics, and leadership)  
 offered once in the evening      (Tuesday 14 September at 7:00pm) 
 repeated in a morning session  (Wednesday 29 September at 10:00am) 

Code of Conduct B (power, boundaries, confidentiality)  
 offered once in the evening      (Tuesday 5 October at 7:00pm)  
 repeated in a morning session (Wednesday 13 October at 10:00am) 

 

 

 

mailto:umeinfo@nswact.uca.org.au
mailto:office@cruc.org.au


Training in Information Technology 

Would you like to know more about computer technology? Would you like to be able use this technology 
in worship services to a greater extent? Are you not quite sure what you can and cannot do without 
breaking copyright laws? 
 

Some Presbytery wide training is being organised to help you raise your skill levels in this important area. 
This is being led by Rev. Keith Robinson, who used to work in the field of information technology before 
he was called to ministry in 2006. He has continued to update his skills since then and would like to offer 
some help to anyone who is interested in learning more. The training is currently planned to begin in 
early October, but a firm date has not yet been set. It will probably involve more than one training 
session as some training will be quite basic and other training will be more advanced. 
 

So far, the following topics are being included: 
 
-   How to download videos from the Internet (eg YouTube) 
-   PowerPoint tips and tricks 
- How to add videos and audio files to a PowerPoint 

presentation. 
- An overview of current copyright laws regarding things 

downloaded from the Internet. 
 

The training will take the form of a mix of simple ‘how to’ 
guides, pre-recorded videos, Zoom sessions, phone 
consultation and perhaps, some in person training. If you don’t 
use Zoom, we will use one of the other methods to communicate with you.  
 

If you are interested in learning more, please contact Keith using the contact details below, and let him 
know what you would like included in the training. If you feel you can contribute to the training of others 
in some way or the other, please don’t hesitate to let Keith know.  
 
Contact: 
Rev. Keith Robinson 
0401 699 580 
keithr@nswact.uca.org.au 

LAY LEADER SUPPORT 

The D& E Committee is keen to hear from the dedicated band of Lay Leaders who lead worship services 
across our Presbytery. Please reach out and let us know if there is anything we can do to support you.  
We are happy to look into providing specific training, learning or worship resources  but would rather 
hear from you about what is needed. Please make contact with our Chairperson or Secretary to help us 
help you. 

mailto:keithr@nswact.uca.org.au


  
 

 

SYNOD 2021 theme was WHERE THE WILD GOD IS.  

Meetings were held on zoom with sessions being 3 1/2 to 4 hours long on Wednesday nights and then 

the following Saturday mornings in April, June and August. 

All sessions began with devotions and on Saturdays there was a Bible Study led by Rev. Dr.  Sathi Clarke. 

In February there was an induction programme explaining the various processes. Breakout rooms were 

used for the 24 different groups which had a mixture of young/older, ordained/lay,  male/female, city/ 

rural, 1st nations / 2nd nations / 3rd nations people plus the Korean group. 

With each major proposal the members received the papers 2 weeks before to study and ask questions 

to the proposers. On the Wednesday after a presentation we went to our discernment groups to discuss 

and send a report to the facilitators, who reported back on the Saturday session. Sometimes a decision 

was made then or more work was requested on the proposal.  

Some of the proposals have been published in ‘Insights’.  

The proposals passed at Synod included: 

• Future Directions Mission Resourcing Framework       

• Walking Together Action Plan (with our First Nation People) 

• Planting a new school and congregation 

• Saltbush 

• Advocating for Reform of the Aged Care System 

• Endorse the Homestretch campaign ( extended care for young people in care) 

Celebration of Ministry was spread over the 3 Saturday sessions   

We also received reports from Synod Boards and Agencies, presbyteries, parishes and schools. 

We voted for the Moderator Elect, ACOMP Chair and more members of Synod Standing Committee 

The Moderator Elect was announced in the final session and is Rev Faaimata Hiliau (Mata Havea Hiliau), 

who candidated for Youth Worker from Griffith. Mata then candidated for ministry whilst working in the 

Georges River Presbytery. She is currently MOW in Northern Beaches. 

Next synod meeting is proposed for 21, 22, 23 April 2023 

Jackie Strempel  

Riverina Presbytery Member 



 

            Safe Church Awareness Training  

This year there has been an effort to provide Safe 
Church Awareness training within the Riverina to 
enable each congregation and Church Council to 
comply with the Synod requirements, that all church 
leaders are up to date with this training.  
Unfortunately, COVID-19 has caused the indefinite 
postponement of the Leeton course. 
 
 
 

It is important for leaders to recognise that participating in this training is for their benefit, as well as for 
the benefit of others in our communities of faith. 
 
 

After the Royal Commission into Sexual Misconduct all churches became aware that sometimes things 
happen in churches that the majority of people would agree are inappropriate and have caused great 
harm to people in the past.  However, Safe Church Awareness Training is not just about making places 
safe from sexual misconduct.  Rather, it is about recognising what makes our churches and worship 
spaces safe for all people, particularly children, disabled and the aged and frail people.  In other words, 
those who are considered vulnerable in our community.  
 
 

Safe Church Training is an important tool in our toolbox which enables us to look at our situation from a 
broad perspective and discover the risks that exist so that we can do something about them.  The 
training reminds us of four particular areas of safety that we are responsible for:  
 

• A safe church, including programs and meetings 
• Safe people – includes awareness of elder abuse as well as child abuse  
• Safe leaders 
• Safe environment which includes physical property and how things are set up.    
 
 

It teaches us to be aware of who holds the power, or who might be perceived as holding the power in 
our community, and how we might avoid problems arising from a power imbalance.  
These days, we hear of instances of people and organisations being sued for not providing a safe place 
when someone has been harmed.   All denominations are trying to help us protect ourselves from such 
occurrences by introducing these requirements. We need to be aware that if something goes wrong in 
our Churches then the Church Council is the body which is held responsible.   Therefore, each Church 
Council needs to understand what is necessary to make its space safe and what it can be liable for in the 
event of an accident or unsafe event.  
 
 

We all hope that the likes of sexual misconduct won’t 
happen in our communities, and we all hope that no 
misadventure will happen in our communities due to our 
lack of providing a safe space.  As leaders in our 
congregations we really need everyone to understand 
what it means to provide a safe place for worship and 
gatherings for all people in our communities.  
 
 

Dorothy Creek 
Riverina Presbytery Chairperson 
 



D & E CONTACT INFO 

D & E Chairperson: Larraine Hoffmann Ph: 0427 204 051 Email: lahoffman@bigpond.com 

D&E Secretary:  Jenny Whitlock Ph: 0429 818 657 Email: jandbw@bigpond.net.au 

                                                     
PRESBYTERY LIBRARY  UPDATE 

 

 
The Presbytery library has a large section of over 30 different Bible Studies, many 
with multiple copies. If congregations are unable to run a service themselves they 
may like to consider holding a Bible Study during their worship time. Please 
contact Larraine for  a list of titles and more information. 
 
If you have resources you would like to donate to the Presbytery Library i.e. books, teaching resources or  
special event items—small communion sets, tablecloths, or themed resources please contact Larraine 
Hoffman on 0269206233 or 0427204051 or email lahoffman@bigpond.com  
 

 

 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 

I’m wondering if like me, you are saddened to hear that our region is, 
once again, in an extended period of lock-down and, we’re unable to 
meet ‘face-to-face’ for worship in our church buildings. 
 

Although at this moment we are scattered faith communities, and some 
are sitting alone, may we each find solace and rest in the truth that we 
are united in the ‘body of Christ’ which no Delta strain can rob or 
destroy. 
 

Paul writing to his beloved church in 
Philippi once said: “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God.” (Phil 4:6 NRSV )  
 

Let us be steadfast in prayer and patient for the day we’re able to return to 
worship in our church building, and meet with our family and friends in our 
own backyard. 
 

United in prayer. 
 

Rev.  Janice McWhinney 

PRESBYTERY WEBSITE  

New resources available for service leaders and lay Preachers. For all the latest on upcoming events 
check often to keep up to date.  https://riverina.unitingchurch.org.au/  

mailto:lahoffman@bigpond.com
https://riverina.unitingchurch.org.au/





