
 PRESBYTERY OF THE RIVERINA 
Discipleship and Education Committee  

Removing the stops and roadblocks to learning. Like a  roundabout, 
D&E strives to allow for the continuous journey forward in your 

faith through engagement and learning.  

 

 PRESBYTERY RETREAT MAY 2021 

 

 

  

 

Leaders: Mark, Tim and Geoff  

Retreat Report 

The Presbytery retreat was held at St Clements’ Retreat and 
Conference Centre, Galong. It is the perfect place to re-
boot the soul in a tranquil, picturesque setting. 
 
Our retreat leaders were the Saltbush team, Reverends 
Mark Faulkner, Geoff Wellington and Tim  Jensen. 
 
 There was a time to meditate on the word of God, 
(Matthew  19: 27-20:16, ‘the vineyard we find ourselves 
in’), share our stories together of ‘working in the vineyard’, 
time to be alone and contemplate and  a time to be 
creative.   
 
It was a great retreat.  It is always good to re-connect with 
old friends, share life and faith, and much laughter. I have 
returned from it refreshed and inspired. 
 
Jenny Rose 
Hillston-Gunbar UCA 

Participants from across the Presbytery 

A time to create and connect 

St Clements Retreat, Galong 

Here is the link to the Workers in the Vineyard 
Video of the art work done at the retreat.  

https://vimeo.com/552662364 

https://vimeo.com/552662364


 PRESBYTERY RETREAT MAY 2021 - PRAYERS OF LAMENT 

 

Prayer of Lament for our church. 
 
Lord God, 
I am old, tired, ready to quit. 
What will happen if I do? 
 

I can see the need for change…. 
Others will hate that suggestion…. 
 

They cling to the past, 
   A  ‘soldiers’ memorial’ church; 
      ‘A memorial to pioneer families’ church;  
         Memorials in stained-glass windows; 
              dedicated furniture. 
 

Our churches are virtually empty, 
no need for the 2 metre distancing rule. 
 

People would be angry if worship services reduced, 
or doors shut. 
There would be much sadness and grief, even anger… 
In those far-away places – people will feel you have abandoned them… 
 

Yet it is your church and there is no resurrection unless a death. 
 

What would that resurrection look like? 
Will you show us the way for what might work 
 as we step out in faith.. 
Take risks… 
Make mistakes… 
Fail… 
Succeed -  to be your church, an agent of change and transformation.. 
 

Small communities.  
Inclusive, loving, gracious and generous, as we listen to and follow the way of our living 
Lord who promises to be with us ‘to the end of the age’. 
Lord, God, 
Hear our cry for help to make your church in whatever shape it may take,  a beautiful 
body for you. Amen. 
 
Jenny Rose 
UCA Hillston-Gunbar 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE - MODERATOR ONE DAY RETREAT IN THE RIVERINA  
13th NOVEMBER, 2021 

 
The Moderator, Rev. Simon Hansford,  will be joining us here in the Riverina to lead 

us in a one day retreat. More details to follow. 



“Falling into ministry’  
INTRODUCING REV. KEITH ROBINSON  

 

My name is Keith Robinson and I am the newest  member of the Discipleship 
& Education Committee. I am also the minister for the Eastern Region of the 
Riverina Presbytery. In case you are unaware, the Eastern Region has 
congregations in Boorowa, Cootamundra, Galong, Harden, Illabo, Junee, 
Temora, Tumut and Young. My job is primarily to support the leaders of these 
churches in leading their congregations during this challenging period of time.  

 

I have had a number of careers in my life: high school music teacher, Department of 
Defence (Navy), librarian and IT worker. But in 2006, my life took a new direction. I was 
cleaning the roof of my mother-in-law’s house and carelessly stepped onto the gutter, fell 
down through an awning, bounced off a metal pool gate and then landed on the concrete 
below. Two weeks in hospital gave me plenty of time to think about my life and where God 
was leading me. It was while recovering in hospital that I received my calling to ministry, so 
I suppose you could say that I ‘fell’ into ministry!  
 

I began studies, was employed as a chaplain, and was then placed in Crookwell Uniting Church as a Lay Pastor for 
six years. Before coming to the Riverina, I completed some additional studies and was ordained as a Minister of 
the Word.  
 

The photo is from my induction in 2018 at Cootamundra Uniting Church with Ros, my wife. Ros is very creative and 
has been an incredibly supportive partner. She is also an accredited lay preacher and is currently training to be a 
spiritual director. We married late and have no children, but as one of my former mentors, Alastair Christie, once 
said to me, ‘You will have many children’, meaning that there are many ways we can care for the young, and the 
young at heart. The church has been a family to us. 
 

This is a challenging period of time in the history of the Uniting Church, and it will inevitably involve a lot of 
change. We will all require much training and support along the way, and I hope to help make this happen in my 
role on the committee for Discipleship & Education. Fortunately, we have the inspiration and comfort of the Holy 
Spirit and one another. This provides us with every reason to be hopeful and to step out in faith together. 

My Prayer of a Psalm of Lament 
 

A reflection: 
Heavenly Father, God of all creation, 
We, the children of this world 
Still suffer loss through wars, famine, 
abuse, neglect and terminal illnesses. 
There are those who do terrible evil,  
to those who are helpless and unable to 
protect themselves. 
 

Heavenly Father of love, 
Why have you not brought your wrath and anger, against 
those who bring injustice and harm to your people. 
God of this world, protect and come to our aid. 
Help us to understand these evil times that 
plague us in our lives now. 
 

However, I will remember to praise you Father 
And I will remember you’re your promises that you will 
never forsake us or leave us. 
You will love us and heal us when we are broken. 
You will be our strength and will bring us your light through 
this forest of darkness. Amen. 
 

Ann Weeden 
UCA Coolamon 

Lament 
 

Well God it seems that the vineyard is dying! 
It could be vine rust, 
Lack of watering, 
Climate change or neglect, but it seems that the 
vineyard is dying. 
 

The Manager is distracted, 
Focused on output, 
Measurable outcomes, 
Exciting new initiatives and capacity building by 
professional consultants, 
And yet has forgotten the vines of the field. 
 

At times it feels that you God, the landowner, is absent 
too. 
 

Come to the vineyard once more o God, 
Master of the vine, 
Creator of the wine. 
 

For in your hands belong all vineyards 
and workers amongst the vines. 
 

To you, eternal wine maker, we give 
thanks. 

Mark Faulkner 
Saltbush 



SAFE CHURCH AWARENESS FACE to FACE TRAINING 
Safe Church Awareness Workshops have been hosted throughout the 
Riverina Regions since March 2021. These workshops offer the 
opportunity for everyone who is a member of the Uniting Church who 
is in leadership, an opportunity to become aware of the importance of 
ensuring our churches in all aspects, are safe places. 
 

What a privilege it has been for Nigel, Cindy and I to engage with you 
all as trainers. Listening to one another and hearing the expertise and 
knowledge already within the Riverina is encouraging. It provides our 
church with a wonderful foundation to build upon. Your willingness to 

participate and ensure that every member and visitor to your churches are safe and cared for is to be 
commended. We thank you for giving up your time to attend. 
 
We would also like to thank the volunteers from the churches of Griffith, Jerilderie and Pilgrim Wagga for 
hosting and providing wonderful and warm hospitality. 
  
We would like to remind members in leadership, if you have not attended or registered for one of the 
trainings being offered, then please do so. It is a Synod church policy that all church councillors, elders, 
leaders of all programs have completed the course. It is government legislation that all church leaders are 
safe church aware. 
  
Final upcoming Safe Church Workshops (face to face) will be held in the Eastern & Central Regions at:  
              Cootamundra UCA, Saturday 22nd May 2021                     Leeton UCA, 26th June 2021  
 
Registration link - https://nswact.uca.org.au/safe-church-unit/safe-church-training/ 

 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
   And what does the Lord require of you? 

To act justly and to love mercy 
    and to walk humbly with your God. 

Micah 6:8 
  
Look forward to joining and meeting with you all in the future 
workshops. 
  
Blessings,  
Rev. Annette Hawken  
 
 

LAY LEADER SUPPORT 

The D& E Committee is keen to hear from the dedicated band of Lay Leaders who lead worship services 
across our Presbytery. Please reach out and let us know if there is anything we can do to support you.  
We are happy to look into providing specific training, learning or worship resources  but would rather 
hear from you about what is needed. Please make contact with our Chairperson or Secretary to help us 
help you. 

UCA Griffith Training 6th June 

UCA Jerilderie Training 27th March 

https://nswact.uca.org.au/safe-church-unit/safe-church-training/


 THE PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE (PRC) and LAY PRESIDERS (LP) 
 

PRC has among its responsibilities oversight for accreditation of Lay Presiders.   

If your congregation is without a minister of the word, a deacon, a pastor or the 
minister’s work load is large, the Church Council can ask PRC to consider appointing 
a lay member from within the congregation for presiding at the sacraments. 

How is this done?   

Establish congregation need Candidate seeks qualification Congregation seeks accreditation.  

Step 1. The congregation at Church Council [CC] level may encourage a member to be a Lay Presider or 
someone may seek to be considered as a Lay Presider [LP]. 

Step 2. The Church Council, on deciding about having a Lay Presider, should consider wisely and 
prayerfully the needs of the parish and possible nominees. 

Step 3. A potential LP will then need to complete some informed study, completing units on Lay 
Presiding. The NSWACT UCA Synod offers courses through Uniting Mission and Education [UME]. The 
potential LP should seek from the Presbytery Discipleship and Education Committee [D&E] details about 
courses available for study. 

Step 4. Once the units of study are completed, a certificate of completion should be requested of and 
provided by the course provider. 

Step 5. CC should then write to the secretary of PRC [see the Riverina Presbytery Directory for contact 
details] outlining the need for the appointment of the trained person to be a LP in the congregation. In 
the letter there should be suggestions concerning locations in the Parish where presiding is needed. 

Step 6. The CC should forward to PRC a letter requesting accreditation of the candidate, the 
congregation’s need  for a LP, a copy of the candidate’s qualification certificate after study completion 
and the parish’s list of presiding sites. 

Step 7. The initial appointment of a Lay Presider is for 3 years. If the relationship is going well and 
there is a continuing need for an LP the CC and LP should seek reaccreditation for a further 3 years.  

Step 8. At the end of 6 years, reaccreditation is dependent on the need in the congregation, and the 
completion of a refresher course. After 9 years, reaccreditation will be at the discretion of the PRC. 

PRC should keep a record of Lay Presider details and should contact the CC and LP when nearing the 3, 6 
& 9 year period of accreditation. 

PRC hopes you have found this information helpful. 

 

Provided by Stephen Trickett  
[Riverina Presbytery Pastoral Relations Committee] 



Exploring Theology 
Wednesdays 6:00–8:30pm, June 9 – July 21 
In-person (Centre for Ministry) and Zoom hybrid 
 

Leading Worship in the UCA 
3 July, 9am-4pm 
Centre for Ministry 
 

Proclaiming Jesus Christ 
Saturdays 9:30–11:30am, 10 July – 21 August  available on Zoom 

 

        Understanding the Sacraments  
        9:00am-4:30pm 
                          July 17–18 (Tuggeranong Uniting) and Sept 11–12 (Goulburn Uniting) 
 

                          Leading Worship in the UCA 
                          9:00am-4:30pm, Saturday Sept 25 

                              Canberra  

 
For more information and to register go to https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/  

Email:  umeinfo@nswact.uca.org.au  Phone:  02 8838 8912   

 

 

Integrating leadership with experience. Cost $100 

09/07/2021 10:00 am to: 
11/07/2021 5:00 pm  
Connecting faith and 
Culture. Where do we see 
God?—movies, gaming, 
online. 
Sharing my faith—Why am 
I still a Christian? helping 
others to share their faith. 
Intro to worship, Creative 
styles of worship – working 
together as teams, 
strengthening gifts, 
inspiring best practice. 
Engaging our community  - 
Loving our neighbour as 
ourselves, What does our 
community look like? 
Asset Based Community 
Dev – Make the most of what you have, find allies, 
everyone is part of it. 

 

For more information and to register go to https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/  
 
*** The D& E Committee are able to sponsor any young person in our Presbytery who would like to 
attend this Youth Training Initiative, please contact Neena Evans on 0427 562 179 or  
neenajevans@gmail.com  *** 
 
 

mailto:umeinfo@nswact.uca.org.au


 

 

Hello everyone,  
 

Neena Evans, has asked me to write a one page reflection on the Gospel Yarning Conference held at the 
United Theological College in North Parramatta. It was a three-day conference, but I will do my best to 
keep it to a page. The conference was a wonderful opportunity to attend, it was not designed for clergy, 
it was designed for the whole people of God to learn and grow together. I want to encourage you to 
attend next year or to gather as a church group to participate. I believe there will be opportunities for 
zoom to happen again next year so travel is not required.  
 

Biblical Theme: ‘FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS?" Mordacai’s response to Esther 
“For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but 
you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for 
such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14 NIV)  
 

‘For such a time as this’ was the theme for the 2021 Gospel Yarning Conference, inspired and 
coordinated by Rev Dr Ian Robinson. With the support of a very competent and enthused team of leaders 
and educators from all over the Uniting Church in Australia (UCA) it was a positively wonderful 
environment for learning. 
 

As a church, Jesus called us as disciples to follow and proclaim, to love and support, teach and inspire 
others with the good news/gospel. This is our ‘calling’ as Christians and conferences such as Gospel 
Yarning help us to be the body of Christ in our communities.  
 

With reflections on challenging yet inspiring Old Testament narratives such as Esther; a Jewish girl who 
became Queen of Persia who found herself in a position where she was able to be of service to God, to 
protect the people; to be a voice of justice, mercy and hope for those who were being persecuted. ‘For 
such a time as this’ reminds us that we too have been called to be God’s voice of hope, justice, mercy, 
love and grace in our own communities for such a time as this.  
 

For many of us, it is challenging to share the love of God with all its diversity to the people in our 
communities. Often, we do not know where to start our sharing of the gospel. Our confidence plummets, 
our heads become muddled, and we worry about offending others. 
 

This year Rev Dr Peter Hobson, Minister at Wesley Mission, Queensland, based the three lectures around 
his doctorate, ‘The Hermeneutics of Followship: Relocating Narratives of Discipleship’. In my simpler 
summary, where is Jesus in ‘my/our’ story/ies and how can I/we share this with our communities.  
 

What I drew from the three lectures was, how do I tell others about Jesus confidently using Jesus’ stories 
and teaching, the early church disciples’ stories, stories of faithful Christian men, women and children of 
ages past and present, and finally my own personal story of faith to share the Gospel of Jesus into my 
community?   
 

My general response  to the above question is to:  
1. Know Jesus  
2. Read God’s Word or Scriptures 
3. Practice applying and sharing the word with those I trust and know first, then branch out further into 
the community. We can only speak from what we know and experience. 
 

To get you started, perhaps with a friend you could explore one of these three questions 
from the conference asked by Rev Dr Peter Hobson.   
1. What scriptures do you favour when you seek to tell the good news of God’s love? 
2. How do you answer the question ‘who do you say that I am?’ (Mark 8 (29) 
3. How do you encounter or how have you encountered the Gospel? 



D & E CONTACT INFO 

D & E Chairperson: Larraine Hoffmann Ph: 0427 204 051 Email: lahoffman@bigpond.com 

D&E Secretary:  Jenny Whitlock Ph: 0429 818 657 Email: jandbw@bigpond.net.au 

PRESBYTERY LIBRARY  UPDATE 
 

If you have resources you would like to donate to the Presbytery Library i.e books, teaching resources or  
special event items—small communion sets, tablecloths, or themed resources please contact Larraine 
Hoffman on 0269206233 or 0427204051 or email lahoffman@bigpond.com  
 

 

Learning how to tell our story of following Jesus is a wonderful opportunity and I strongly encourage each 
of you to share a story of how Jesus has impacted your life with someone from within your congregation 
each week to help you gain confidence.  
Remember the Spirit of Christ is within you and will assist you, for you are a Child of Christ and Created in 
God’s image. Christ will not let you down for you are his representative.  
 

Other learning/teaching opportunities at the conference were electives and open spaces. 
 

Electives 
The electives on offer were very helpful and led by experienced people in their fields. The electives 
covered topics relating to the churches responsibility after the Royal Commission in to Abuse, the Propel 
Network discussing support systems for missional growth, Church and Synod ministers discussing their 
experiences of Church growth and change. Community based ministry - working with other agencies both 
faith and community based, the Synod Pulse Team looking at Growing churches with young people, and 
finally an experienced multicultural minister discussing working with multi-cultural churches - the 
blessings and challenges.   
 

Open Spaces 
Open Spaces were basically group discussions that offered opportunities to share what each person had 
learnt or to ask questions around the topics of lecture. This was also a great way to hear from other 
voices. You soon realise that there are people who have a lot of experiences that we can learn from.  
 

The conference was a wonderful experience and I hope that more of us can join in next year for the 
Gospel Yarning Conference. I would also like to encourage those who have attended this year’s 
conference to begin applying their learning within their churches and 
regions to inspire, empower and connect the people of God for the 
mission of God. For you never know, that Christ might be asking you to 
share with someone ‘for such a time as this’.  
 
Blessings to you all.  
Rev. Annette Hawken  

PRESBYTERY WEBSITE  

New resources available for service leaders and lay Preachers. For all the latest on upcoming events 
check often to keep up to date.  https://riverina.unitingchurch.org.au/  

mailto:lahoffman@bigpond.com
https://riverina.unitingchurch.org.au/

